The Sankalpa: International Journal of Management Decisions ~SANKALPA

International Journal of

ISSN 2454' 7425 M-!l::::'v\;r:::i;;ons
Volume 12, Issue 2 (July - December 2026)

Identity Politics and Electoral Trends: Understanding Voter Behavior in
Diverse Societies

Prof. Mireille Duvain
Ecole Supérieure de Valmont, France

Received: 12/05/2026; Accepted: 28/06/2026; Published: 04/07/2026

Abstract

In varied cultures, where social, cultural, and ethnic identities play a fundamental role in
political alignment, identity politics has emerged as a defining factor in creating election trends.
This is especially true in societies where voting patterns are highly influenced by identity
politics. the interaction between identity politics and voter behaviour, with a particular
emphasis on the ways in which individuals' affinities with certain categories like as race,
religion, ethnicity, caste, and gender influence their voting decisions. Using case studies from
a variety of democracies, including India, the United States of America, and South Africa, this
article examines the methods that identity-based narratives use to change political discourse
and mobilise voters. However, despite the fact that identity politics has the potential to
empower under-represented groups and advance representation, it also runs the risk of further
dividing society and encouraging polarisation. Through the examination of voter behaviour
through the lens of identity, the techniques that political actors employ to harness identity for
electoral benefit, as well as the effects that these strategies have on democratic government,
are analysed. the necessity of political practices that are inclusive and strike a balance between
identity-based representation and attempts to enhance social cohesion and democratic stability
within the political system.
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Introduction

When it comes to determining election outcomes across a wide range of nations, identity
politics has emerged as a powerful and important force. Identity politics is a political ideology
that is rooted in connections such as race, religion, ethnicity, caste, and gender. It is a reflection
of how individuals and groups align politically based on common experiences, histories, and
goals. These identity-based dynamics have transformed voter behaviour in democracies all
over the world, which has influenced the way political parties design their campaigns and
appeal to constituents. In countries that are rich in diversity, identity politics serves a dual
purpose. On the one hand, it has the effect of empowering marginalised people by providing
them with a voice in the political process and rectifying historical injustices. Identity politics
has been shown to be a powerful tool for fostering representation and inclusion, as seen by
movements for gender equality, minority rights, and religious freedoms. Identity politics, on
the other hand, has the potential to exacerbate existing societal divisions, leading to more
polarisation and providing political actors with the opportunity to capitalise on these divisions
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for electoral gain. Because of the confluence between identity and voter behaviour, there have
been substantial adjustments in the tendencies of voting behaviour. In the United States, racial
and ethnic identities have been a significant factor in determining the loyalty of individuals to
political parties. Caste and religion continue to play a significant role in determining electoral
alignments in India, with political parties frequently relying on these characteristics to gain
candidates' support. In a similar manner, the legacy of apartheid in South Africa has resulted
in the establishment of racial and ethnic identities that are profoundly ingrained in the political
landscape. the link between identity politics and election patterns, with a particular emphasis
on the influence that identity politics has on voter behaviour in a variety of nations. The purpose
of this paper is to emphasise the techniques that political actors use to mobilise support based
on identity by analysing case studies from a variety of democracies. Additionally, it will discuss
the implications of these trends for democratic government. there is a requirement for political
practices that strike a balance between identity-based representation and attempts to build
social cohesion and reduce polarisation. It is hoped that by doing so, it would contribute to a
more in-depth knowledge of the ways in which identity influences contemporary political
politics.

Electoral Trends in Diverse Societies

The interplay of cultural, ethnic, religious, and socio-economic identities has a significant
impact on the electoral trends that occur in a variety of societies. A difficult balancing act
between an individual's group identity associations and their broader political objectives is
frequently reflected in the behaviour of voters in various contextual settings. In these kinds of
cultures, identity politics not only determines the results of elections, but it also rethinks the
strategies of political parties, the objectives of public policy, and the methods of government
available. Important patterns and dynamics that have been noticed in voting trends across a
variety of societies are presented here.

1. Influence of Identity on Voter Behavior

o Cultural and Ethnic Affiliations: The voting decisions that people make in many
different civilisations are greatly impacted by their ethnic or cultural identities. The
parties or candidates that voters believe best represent the interests of their community
are frequently the ones that they choose to support.

o Religious Determinants: Religious identity has the potential to play a crucial role in
electoral behaviour, with political parties utilising faith-based narratives in order to
mobilise support for their electoral campaigns.

o Caste and Class Dynamics: In countries like India, which have societal systems that
are hierarchical, voter preferences are frequently influenced by caste and class
affiliations, which in turn leads to political actors employing electoral techniques that
are specifically targeted.

2. Dominance of Identity-Based Political Parties

o Formation of Identity-Centric Parties: Politicians frequently form political parties in
order to represent particular linguistic, religious, or ethnic groups in societies that are
rich in diversity. Just one example:
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o India: In India, political parties such as the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
prioritise representation based on caste.

o South Africa: The African National Congress (ANC) continues to garner
popularity due to the role it played in the abolition of apartheid and in
representing the interests of Black South Africans.

Identity as a Campaign Strategy: Even the most mainstream political parties
frequently utilise identity-focused rhetoric in order to appeal to particular voter groups.

This discourse may emphasise cultural heritage, regional pride, or religious values or
beliefs.

3. Fragmentation and Coalition Politics

Fragmented Electorates: A fractured electorate, with voters separated along ethnic,
religious, or caste lines, is frequently the result of identity politics being the dominant
political ideology among voters. The national cohesion may suffer as a result of this
fragmentation.

Coalition-Building: Coalition politics becomes vital in parliamentary systems since it
is impossible for a single party to be able to garner majority support across a variety of
different factions. In countries such as India, where coalitions with regional or caste-
based parties are essential for political success, this dynamic is clearly visible.

4. The Rise of Populist Leaders

Identity as a Mobilization Tool: In order to garner support, populist politicians
frequently employ identity narratives, in which they depict themselves as defenders of
a specific community or culture.

Polarization of Electorates: These kinds of language frequently polarise electorates,
resulting in "us versus them" dynamics that accentuate the divisions that already exist
in society.

5. Identity and Voter Turnout

Higher Turnout Among Identity Groups: It is possible that groups who feel
particularly represented or endangered would demonstrate higher voter turnout when
identity politics dominates the rhetoric around elections.

Exclusion of Marginalized Communities: At the other end of the spectrum,
marginalised groups that perceive systematic prejudice or lack representation may
develop voter apathy, which in turn reduces their involvement in political processes.

6. Case Studies

United States: There is a considerable correlation between racial and ethnic identity
and voting trends, with African Americans, Latinos, and Asian Americans frequently
displaying diverse partisan preferences.

India: Caste and religion are two factors that have a significant impact on electoral
patterns. Political parties develop manifestos and campaigns in order to cater to the
particular requirements of these constituencies.
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o South Africa: Voting patterns are mostly reflective of racial and ethnic divisions that
are based in the legacy of apartheid. The African National Congress continues to
maintain substantial support among Black South Africans.

7. Role of Media and Technology

o Amplifying Identity Narratives: For political campaigns, social media and digital
platforms have evolved into indispensable tools that allow them to target certain
identification groups with messages that are specifically targeted to them.

Echo Chambers and Polarization: Through the process of polarising public opinion,
algorithms that support identity-based content have the potential to exacerbate divides and
impact the outcomes of elections.

Electoral trends in a variety of nations shed light on the substantial influence that identity
politics has on the behaviour of voters and the techniques that politicians employ. Although
identity-based mobilisation has the potential to empower marginalised groups and improve
representation, it also runs the risk of causing societies to become more fragmented and
perpetuating divisions. In order to build political systems and policies that strike a balance
between the imperative of fostering national unity and inclusive governance and the
requirement for representation, it is vital to have a solid understanding of these tendencies.
Conclusion

Trends in elections in a variety of nations highlight the substantial role that identity politics
plays in influencing the behaviour of voters and the techniques that politicians employ. As a
result of the significant impact that cultural, ethnic, religious, caste, and socio-economic
identities have on political outcomes, party alignments, voter preferences, and policymaking
agendas are frequently determined by these identities. Despite the fact that identity-based
politics has the potential to empower marginalised populations and offer a voice to groups that
have been historically excluded, it also presents a number of issues, including the fragmentation
of society, the polarisation of society, and the further entrenchment of group-based differences.
The prevalence of identity politics in a variety of civilisations calls for a careful balancing act
to be performed simultaneously. Politicians have a responsibility to solve issues that are based
on identities without further dividing the population or encouraging habits that are exclusive.
The formation of coalitions and the implementation of inclusive governance models have the
potential to play a significant part in fostering unity and bridging gaps between various groups.
It is of the utmost importance to cultivate political practices that go beyond limited identity
narratives and place an emphasis on common national interests in order to guarantee the well-
being of democratic forms of government. Diverse societies have the ability to transform their
pluralism into a strength rather than a cause of division by fostering dialogue, ensuring equal
representation, and making constructive use of identity politics. This will result in the creation
of democracies that are more cohesive and durable.
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